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opportunity for setting up a monarchy never came, and the
" Laws " have remained in force ever since.
Then at long last the National Assembly dissolved itself, and
in February 1876 the first elections under the new constitution
took place. They resulted in a small royalist majority in the
Senate, but a big republican majority in the Chamber. The
President had to take a Republican Ministry under Jules Simon,
but there was constant friction, and in 1877 Simon was com-
pelled to resign. Thereupon MacMahon chose the Orleanist
Broglie as Premier, and dissolved the Chamber with the support
of the Senate. The ensuing General Election was the most
momentous in the history of France. The royalists made tremend-
ous efforts, and put forward " official candidates '* who were
actively supported by the clergy. This last circumstance had
unfortunate results, for it confirmed the feeling that the Church
was hostile to the Republic. " Le clericalisme—voila 1'ennemi!"
said Gambetta, and that feeling prevailed for many years to
come. When he went on to declare that the President would
either have to give way or retire, the Government prosecuted
him, and he was sentenced to three months' imprisonment.
Nevertheless, the election was a sweeping victory for republican-
ism, and by the beginning of 1879 it gained a majority in the
Senate as well. Rather than be the titular head of a Government
which was opposed to all that he held most sacred, MacMahon
resigned. Grevy, a staid republican of conservative type, was
chosen in his place, Gambetta became President of the Chamber,
and the new Government's first acts were to return to Paris,
and to appoint I4th July (the anniversary of the Fall of the
Bastille) as a national holiday.
The Third Republic was definitely established at last.
Several times during the next twenty years it seemed to be in
danger; but it survived all these shocks, it carried France
through the Great War, and to-day it is more firmly fixed than
any other constitution in Europe, save our own.

